Materia Medica and General Therapeutics. 195 

Eabstance of the heart, by means of strong, tough, and orimnized pieces of 
lymph. r 

“ Some tubercles scattered through the superior lobe of each lung. No adhe¬ 
sions existed between the peritoneum and intestines, or between these latter. 

“I am indebted to my talented and indefatigable clinical clerk, Mr. Thomas 
Moore for the preceding report of the progress of this singular case, concerning 
which the following remarks appear necessary:— 

44 Ist * When the abscess burst into the stomach, the epigastric tumour which 
the abscess formed did not at once subside, but suddenly, from having yielded 
a dull sound on percussion, became tympanitic and clear; air from the stomach 
having found its way into the cavity, while the pus escaped. 

44 2dly. The now tympanitic tumour seemed so exactly to resemble the sto¬ 
mach distended with air, that we were induced to pass a tube into the stomach, 
but it did not give vent to any air. 

“3rdly. In a few days the air also passed from the cavity of the sac; then 
all traces of the tumour entirely and unaccountably disappeared. 

“4thly. The diarrluea was caused by the perpetual flow of fcetid and irritat¬ 
ing matter from the abscess into the intestinal cavity. 

“5thly. No peculiar symptom, pain, or derangement of its functions, denoted 
the extensive ulceration of the stomach. 

“Gthly. The inflammation spread by continuity of structure, from the abscess 
to the pleura and pericardium in the first instance. 

“7thly. Soon after the pancarditis thus formed had commenced, and at the 
time that its usual physical phenomena were clearly perceived, a new set of 
physical phenomena arose, dating from the moment the pericardium was perfo¬ 
rated, and air entered its sac. 

“8thly. Although symptoms of most intense peritonitis existed when the 
patient was admitted, yet no traces of general peritonea] inflammation were dis¬ 
covered on dissection. 

“ 9thly. It may be asked, why 1 had not recourse to an operation to let out 
the matter, as soon as fluctuation had become plainly perceptible in the hepatic 
tumour 1 My answer is, that the tumour formed so quickly, and seemed to tend 
to the surface so rapidly, that I thought it better to wait for a day or two, in 
order to render the operation safer, never anticipating that the matter could, in 
so short a time, find an exit by another channel.” 

8. Silver Spoon swallowed , aperwards discharged through an abscess in the epi¬ 
gastrium.—A man in a fit of insanity swallowed a silver teaspoon. Nearly a 
year afterwards, an abscess formed in the epigastrium, and through this the 
spoon was discharged. The wound healed perfectly. Rev. Mid., March 1838, 
and Zeilschriftfur die gesam. Med. 
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&rmet Mineral as an emetic and purgative .—The Gazette Mcdicale de 
Parts Nov. 17, 1838, contains an account by Dr. Toulmouche of Rennes, of 
some clinical experiments instituted for determining the emetic and purgative 
powers of the Kermes mineral. The conclusions of Dr. T. from his numerous 
experiments are 1. that the Kermes acts with more certainty as an emetic in the 
dose of from two to three grains than in that of four or five; 2. that it more fre¬ 
quently purges than vomits; 3. that its emetic action is uncertain, occurring in 
rather less than half the cases; and finally, that it may be given with impunity 
except in acute rheumatism, and pneumonia in very large doses; and that 
its emetic and purgative action seems to diminish with the increase of the 
dose. 
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10. Method of determining the genuineness of Ergot. —Mr. T. H. V\ ardle- 
worth states that his experience leads him to consider the following appearan¬ 
ces as indicative of the genuineness of Ergot.—If some of this substance in 
powder be put into a small vessel, (a cup for instance,) and about one ounce of 
boiling water be poured upon it, the vessel immediately covered and kept so 
for some seconds, the Ergot should remain totally insoluble, and the infusion 
should assume a deep pink colour. On the contrary if small portions of the 
Ergot be seen floating on the surface of the water, and the infusion presents a 
milky appearance, then the action of the remedy cannot be depended on. Mr. 
W. has never known it, when given under such circumstances, to produce the 
least increase of uterine action, but invariably to be followed by more or less 
of a feeling of sinking at the pit of the &toraach attended with irregularity of the 
heart’s action and total cessation of pain.— Lancet , Nov. 10th, 1838. 

11. Medical Properties of Zinc. —By G. G. Sigmond M.D. Zinc and it3 che¬ 
mical preparations, though employed from an early period as medicinal agents, 
possess many deleterious properties which render them objects of some attention 
during their administration, and they require to be used both internally and ex¬ 
ternally with a due degree of caution. 

The sulphate of zinc has some claim to our attention as a tonic, but more as 
an emetic, and also as an application to the surface of the body in states of su¬ 
perficial inflammation. As a tonic from one to three grains may very properly be 
given in the course of the day; from one to twenty grains where its emetic powers 
is to be obtained, and it very speedily operates; a larger dose may not prove so 
injurious as an intermediate dose; in one instance a young lady accidentally swal¬ 
lowed two ounces of white vitriol in solution, the consequences were immediately 
visible. The countenance became pallid, the extremities cold, the eyes of a heavy 
dull appearance, whilst the pulse fluttered; an acute pain in the region of the 
stomach, accompanied with a sensation of burning, came on, violent vomiting 
supervened; potassa was given in syrup, the pain gradually ceased, as did the 
vomiting, and a complete recovery took place; on the other hand Foderc relates 
that which occurred to one of his patients, a custom-house officer, who obtained 
from a druggist six grains of sulphate of zinc, with which he proposed to cure 
a gonorrhoea under which he was at that time labouring, he was attacked with 
inflammation of the lower belly, attended by retraction of the navel, and with 
severe colic, which yielded only to repeated abstraction of blood, both local and 
general, to oleaginous emollients, and to the warm bath. 

The very large doses that have been given in epilepsy without producing any 
mischievous effects have been ascribed to the insensibility of the stomach, which 
it would appear occasionally supervenes in that disease, and the same torpor has 
prevented the emetic effect of very large doses of the sulphate of zinc, where 
some of the most energetic of the narcotic poisons have been taken; it, however, 
has been always considered the most useful of the emetics where an immediate 
emergency has demanded an active agent of this character, and it has obtained 
the reputation of being the mildest of the metallic salts which provoke this 
effect on the stomach. 

Where epilepsy occurs early in life, and where there is reason to believe, from 
the sickness, the nausea, the flatulence, the state of the bowels, and the loss of ap¬ 
petite, that it is dependent upon disordered digestion, and that there is not direct 
pressure upon the brain, an emetic of sulphate of zinc is frequently to be re¬ 
peated. Dr. Clarke, to whom we are so much indebted for a proper knowledge 
of the treatment of the diseases of children, gives his recommendation to admi¬ 
nister an emetic of sulphate of ziuc in an aqueous infusion of ipecacuanha, and 
to repeat itin six or eight or, ten days, according to circumstances. To a child 
of four years of age he has given six grains of the sulphate of zinc in half an 
ounce of an infusion of fifteen grains of ipecacuanha in an ounce of boiling 
water. In a child of two years old the dose will range from one to three grains 
of white oxide of zinc; from one to six grains, where it is not intended to pro¬ 
duce nausea and vomiting, but simply to produce the tonic effect which the metal 
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is capable of doing. To adults, in chronic epilepsy of long standing have been 
given with very great success emetics of sulphate of zinc, at first once in the 
week, then every fortnight, and gradually less frequently, until the paroxysms 
have disappeared. r 

A curious case occurred at the North London Hospital; a female (one account 
states her to be nineteen, another twenty-nine) was subject to epileptic fits, 
which occurred almost every day for six monihs before she was admitted into 
the hospital. She began with two grains of sulphate of zinc three times a day; 
this produced a marked alteration in the fits, they were of shorter duration, but an 
uncontrollable laughter and perpetual merriment were produced; the dose was in¬ 
creased on the third day to four giains; on the sixth day to six grains; and at 
last, between the 19th of March, and the 12th of April, to fourteen grains, three 
times a day, when symptoms of gastritis were produced, which being relieved, 
the medicine was again employed, but then five-grain doses could only be taken 
any quantity beyond that bein^ injurious to her stomach. During her submis¬ 
sion to this treatment, it would appear that it had the most singular effect, that 
of intoxicating her; the ultimate advantages or disadvantages of these large 
doses, and of the sequela of the case we unfortunately could not become ac¬ 
quainted with, for the misconduct of the girl caused her to be dismissed from 
the hospital. 

Both the sulphate and the oxide of zinc have been very successfully given in 
chorea, and many very distinguished medical men have, at various periods, call¬ 
ed our attention to them. At the Bristol Dispensary Mr. Bedingfield tells us, 
some years ago, that out of forty cases that presented themselves, thirty-nine 
were cured by the oxide of zinc, given in five grain doses, three times a day, 
gradually increasing the quantity to a scruple; probably the conclusion he drew 
was such that cannot be assented to by all who have since had opportunities of 
giving it a full and impartial trial; for he has said “ so speedily and decidedly 
did this remedy put a stop to the disease, that I cannot avoid regarding it as a 
specific for it.” Chorea occurs under so many extraordinary forms, and is ex¬ 
cited by such a variety of causes, where there is any predisposition to it, that 
no one remedy can be declared to be decidedly useful. This disease appears to 
occur very frequently in this country, or at least it is often developed at a later 
period of life in females than formerly seems to have been thought. I have late- 
■y seen some cases of it, to which the name of hysteria has been very injudi¬ 
ciously given, as it has led to erroneous treatment. 

\\ here chorea exists you will find the oxide of zinc, and the sulphate highly 
serviceable, and where the disease is periodic they may be given at the s'ame 
time with quinine, and with cinchona, with the utmost benefit. Out of nine 
cases, five boys and four gills, seven were cured by zinc; where the disease, 
however, arises from morbid derangements of the brain, where there is a ten¬ 
dency to hydrocephalic action, where any external injury has given rise to the 
disease, it fails of producing any beneficial influence. In pure hysteria it is hurt- 
ful, generally injuring the tone of the stomach, producing nausea, a constant 
tendency to vomit, and an increase of the malady. 

I he preparations of zinc have met with advocates in the treatment of intermit¬ 
tent fever; and in various periodic affections zinc seems to approximate to iron 
jP ma py °f its characteristics. It has been employed for hooping-cough, and 
likewise for phthisis, but it has not gained any very great reputation as a cura- 
hrexgent in these diseases; it has, however, been found to restrain various of 
of the haemorrhages, and more particularly the sulphate of zinc has been used 
for haemoptysis, and for menorrhagia; in these states it has been usual to give 
doses of a half to one grain every two hours until a nauseating influence is pro¬ 
duced on the stomach, when it is to be discontinued, but again employed if 
bleeding should recommence. It has been combined with digitalis, with conium, 
and with opium, and administered in the form of pills, made with conserve of 
roses, or dissolved in water. It has also been strongly recommended in dysen- 

1 he external application of .the sulphate of zinc has many claims to our no- 

17 * 
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tice; the only case of its proving fatal, when thus used, is related in Pyl's Me¬ 
moirs. The sulphate of zinc was used as a lotion for anaffection of the scalp, 
a scaly eruption; the patient was a child in good health, of the age of six. A 
lotion, which was a vinous infusion, had not long been applied, before a burn¬ 
ing acute pain came on in the head, death took place in five hours; previous to 
which, violent vomiting, purging, and severe convulsions were present; an apo¬ 
plectic condition of the brain was found on examination after death. It appears 
[hat the philosopher’s wool, or flowers of zinc, is not altogether free from dan¬ 
ger; for the apprentice of aa apothecary employed in preparing some, filled the 
laboratory with the smoke. He was seized with tightness in the chest; and 
with vertigo; the following day he had vomiting and violent cough, together 
with a sensation of stiffness in the limbs; the third day the vertigo had very 
much increased, so that he could scarcely stand; ho tyas affected, too, with some 
degree of salivation, and complained of a coppery taste in his mouth; the bow¬ 
els were severely griped; it was three weeks before he thoroughly recovered, 
after having been actively purged, and having gone through a fever. 

In some diseases of the skin, the local application of zinc has been found very 
serviceable, more particularly where internal medicines have been employed, and 
the constitution is but little affected in any way, where there is a chronic, state 
of debility of the dermoid coverings, but it should be aqueous solutions that 
are to be employed; for in the greater number of instances in which it is mixed 
up with fatty matter, and used as an ointment, it does more harm than good; in¬ 
deed, the greater number of the metallic salts are much less useful when the 
application is made in the form of ointment, The skin in long-standing cutane¬ 
ous affections, will seldom improve from greasy substances; and, indeed, some¬ 
times, when, on the first appearance of a papular eruption, this sort of remedy 
has been used, the disease has become aggravated; simple solution of sulphate 
of zinc, in distilled water, in the dose of a grain to one ounce, will often arrest 
a local inflammation on the surface, and act as a powerful astringent; nor does 
it possess any sedative quality. It is a very common and a very useful ingre¬ 
dient in the different applications made to the eye to reduce the slighter inflam¬ 
mations to which that organ is often liable. 

Its action upon mucous membranes generally is of great importance; it re¬ 
strains too copious a secretion from them; allays any irritation that may be pro- 
sent; and has a very remarkable influence upon these tissues when they are in ■. 
state either of acute or of chronic inflammation; hence its employment with so 
much success in gonorrhcca and in leucorrhoea, in the form of injection, and on 
which I shall hereafter have occasion to dilate. In particular stages of these 
diseases it is the most valuable remedy we possess, and can, with certain pre¬ 
cautions, be prescribed with the utmost certainty.— Lancet, March 17, 1838. 

12. On the Properties and Therapeutic powers of Camphor .—By G. G. Sigmond, 
M. D. Camphor produces several very extraordinary phenomena on the 
human body. Mr. Alexander made some very curious experiments upon 
himself with this substance. Having ascertained that no ill effects were pro¬ 
duced upon him by swallowing a scruple, he took no less than two, mixed with 
syrup of roses, in a single dose; before twenty minutes had elapsed, languor 
and listlessness occurred; then giddiness, confusion of ideas, and forgetfulness; 
all objects appeared to move before him, and a singular state of mind, terminat¬ 
ing in unconsciousness; during this he was attacked by strong convulsions and 
frenzy. Dr. Monro was called in, and by accident ascertained what had been 
taken; he immediately gave an emetic, which brought away almost the whole 
of the camphor that three hours before had been swallowed. Some lime elapsed 
before the mind altogether recovered its wonted state of tranquillity. 

Professor Wendt relates an instance of a drunkard, who took no less than 
four ounces of camphorated spirit, or a hundred and sixty grains, which had 
been intended as an embrocation; his symptoms were very violent, but he recov¬ 
ered, from the use of almond oil and vinegar, and there was no attempt at vom¬ 
iting; and Hoffman gives us the case of a man who had swallowed by accident 
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two scruples of camphor, dissolved in olive oil, whicli brought on delirium, ver¬ 
tigo, diminution of animal heat, somnolency, to which succeeded increase of 
heat, accelerated circulation, and red-coloured urine; he gradually recovered. 
Ditlerent have been the opinions as to its power Cullen calls it a sedative Ber- 
gouzi a stimulant, and Coruzzi a counter-stimulant. HofTman endeavoured to 
introduce camphor into general practice, and wrote “Dissertatio Medica de usu 
Camphor® miemo Securissimo et Prmstantissimo,” which first attracted the 
attention of the profession; for, although previously there had been some nhysi- 
cians who had prescribed it, camphor was by no means a favourite; it was “a 
cold medicine, and rejected,” as Dr. Lyons tells us, “ upon that account, but 
more especially, as it was thought, to extinguish all inclination or aptitude for 

It was in fever of a malignant character, that in the quantity of ten or twelve 
grains on the eighth, ninth, and eleventh day, to patients labouring under deli¬ 
rium, fluxes, hcemorrhage, petechi®, that it was most successful, according to 
Rivenus; and Hoffman gave it at the very onset of fever. It has since been 
used, with great success, in fevers of the typhoid kind, in the dose from two to 
fifteen grains; it has been also given in the different exanthemata, when they 
have appeared in their worst forms. J 

Avenbnigger, to whom we are so much indebted for the hints <riven us, 
which have led the way to the diagnosis of thoracic disease, published his 
“ Observations on the Specific Powers of Camphor in the Cure of Mania,” in 
the year 1776. Dr. Kenner, in the “Philosophical Transactions,” mentions 
four cases of cure of insanity, effected by means of this drug. Fodere speaks of 
it as quieting the nervous system, and unites it with bark; there have been 
olneis who have denied its possession of any power over mania; amongst these 
Dr. rernar and Dr. Laughar. Still, previous to the paroxysm of mania, when 
the premonitory symptoms announce the accession of violence, camphor should 
invariably be administered, and from twenty-four to forty-eierht grains in the 
course of the day, may be safely used. It has been recommendea in hysteria 
and epilepsy; but there ought to be great hesitation, as little doubt exists that it 
has produced the last of these diseases. In 1814, a dissertation on this subject 
w-as read before the Faculty at Paris, and epilepsy was attributed to the use of 
this remedy. In such cases, it is evident that previous evacuations are neces¬ 
sary, and it has been generally observed, that where constipation is present cam¬ 
phor is rather prejudicial than otherwise. Dr. Lyons always recommended 
after evacuation ten grains of nitre in combination with camphor, and as it pro¬ 
duces thirst a quantity of some diluent drink afterwards, and lie speaks of it as 
a remedy, then, of the greatest value. 

In puerperal mania camphor has been largely and successfully employed; 
and Professor Herndt has recommended it in large doses; he found such decided 
benefit from it, after many fruitless attempts to combat the disease by nntiphlo- 
gistics, ether, stimulants, and other remedies, that he was induced to consider 
11 as a real specific; he, however, recommends the application of leeches to the 
head, and also to the inside of the thighs, in cases complicated with congestion, 
and in plethoric constitutions. In gout and in rheumatism this remedy has ob¬ 
tained some degree of reputation; and more lately, in France, it has been tried 
in these diseases in the form of vapour. M. Dclormel and M. Dupasquier have 
published, in the French journals, the results of their experience. One of the 
most useful alleviators of pain during menstruation is camphor, triturated with 
sugar; and in the dose of ten grains in the course of the day, it allays that hi<r|, 
degree of suffering to which some females arc subject during the periodical ex¬ 
cretion. It has some claims to our considerations in various affections of the 
mucous surfaces in which catarrhal discharges occur. 

The camphor mixture of our Pharmacopeia is one of the most serviceable 
vehicles we possess for the administration of a great number of the most active 
remedies, which it renders less likely to be the cause of irritation, from its oen- 
'le sedative influence. Although the quantity of the drug that is contained is 
Tery small, it produces a very marked impression upon the nervous system; and, 
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while it corrects the too energetic action of a number of our therapeutic agents, 
it assists others; thus it increases the action of the infusion of senna and ot rhu¬ 
barb, the decoction of aloes and of taraxacum, while it moderates the action ol 
the infusion of digitalis, or of tobacco. It is of infinite importance where medi¬ 
cines are to act upon the kidneys, or upon the urethra; hence, where the infusion 
of buchu, preparations of squills, of copaiba, or of turpentine, are to be used, it 
is to be prescribed. The greater number of the diffusible stimuli, too, are 
heightened by it; thus, combined with the liquor acctatis ammonia:, with the 
compound spirits of lavender, with nitrous ether, it assists, corrects, and im- 

^ Our camphor mixture is formed of half a drachm of camphor, rectified spirit, 
ten minims, and of water a pint; rub the camphor first with the spirit, then add 
the water gradually, and strain through linen; although the whole of the cam¬ 
phor is not taken up, yet there is the aromatic odour, the taste given to the 
water, and quite as much of its medicinal power as is necessary. Of this most 
valuable mixture two ounces may be given every three or four hours. I he old 
camphor julep, the favourite remedy of every Lady Bountiful, for every disease 
in her parish, was thus made of camphor, one drachm, of the finest sugar, hal 
an ounce, boiling water, one pint; grind the camphor first with a little rectified 
spirit of wine, till it become soft, and then with the Gugar till it be perfectly 
mixed; afterwards add the water by degrees, and filter in a close vessel; it iho 
composition be rubbed with twice its weight of gum arabic, it mixes well w ith 
the water. The emulsio camphors: of the Edinburgh Pharmacopeia, supplies 
the place of this formula:— Take of camphor, a scruple, sweetalmonds blanched, 
refined sugar, each half an ounce, water, a pint and a hall, and make it in the 
same manner as the common almond emulsion. ... , 

These are of use when blisters are applied; they prevent irritation in the uri¬ 
nary passages. Though doses of camphor have been known to produce stran¬ 
gury, of which Heberden quotes two examples; these have been said to have 
the power of preventing the contagion of small-pox, of reproducing eruptions 
that have been repelled, of preventing the narcotic influence of opium; and all 
these preparations of camphor have their great admirers. Some medical men 
declare the common camphor mixture to be the only vehicle in which medicines 
that are to act as diaphoretics can, with a firm reliance on their action, be admin¬ 
istered, without, from long continuance, a diminution of their efficacy. 

The compound tincture of camphor is a useful anodyne, a fluid ounce contain¬ 
ing nearly two grains of opium; it is the old paregoric elixir, and is formed ot 
two scruples and a half of camphor, of powdered opium, and benzoic acid, each 
seventy-two grains; oil of aniseed, a fluid drachm, proof spirit, two^ pints; these 
ingredients are macerated together for fourteen days, and then strained, and the 
dose may be one or two drachms. The tincture of camphor is rarely used, and 
then only externally, to excite the cutaneous vessels into action where they have 
been long torpid; it is hence used occasionally to chilblains, more especially 
when the itching is very severe; in chronic rheumatism, in slight indurations 
around the joints, in local swellings, in numbness, in paralysis, it has been some¬ 
times used. It is made of five ounces of camphor and two pints of rectified spi¬ 
rits; these are mixed, that the camphor may be dissolved. Whatever may be 
the difference of opinion as to the nature of the action of this substance, when it 
is internally administered, there seems to be but one judgment formed of its 
very great utility as an external application, and it has some discuticnt as well 
as anodyne powers, and liniments formed from it are amongst the most popular 
remedies we possess; dissolved in oil, in alcohol, or acetic acid, it is used for a 
vast variety of purposes, for bruises, for inflammation, for chronic rheumatism, 
for indolent swellings, for infiltrations into the cellular substance; it is em¬ 
ployed in poultices fur dysentery, for flatulent colic, for chronic indurations ot 
the liver: in the last disease, Maldonade has found it singularly serviceable. It 
lias been employed with much success in promoting the secretion of milk after 
delivery; and a small bag, containing camphor, placed between the mamma; a 
few hour6 after the event, has been the practice pursued in France, on the recoin- 
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mendation of M. Dalle. The camphor liniment of London is formed of half an 
ounce of camphor dissolved in two fluid ounces of olive oil. This, with the addition 
of half an ounce of the solution of sesquicarbonate of potash, it appears, was 
recommended by Mr. Ware to be applied to the eyelids night and morning in 

incipient amaurosis. The compound camphor liniment is thus made:_Take of 

camphor two ounces and a half, solution of ammonia, seven fluid ounces and a 
half, spirit of lavender, a pint; mix the solution of ammonia with the spirit; 
then, from a glass retort, by a gentle heat, distil a pint; lastly, in this dissolve 
the camphor. 

As an enema for worms, and for affections of the rectum, it has been used, 
but requires to be prescribed with much caution. Heberden mentions that thus 
administered it brought on pains resembling labour in a female; and I have men¬ 
tioned to you the case of Dr. Edwards. Very shortly after the exhibition in this 
form, the taste is decidedly camphorous, and the breath exhales the characteris¬ 
tic odour, showing the rapidity of the imbibition and circulation throughout the 
whole of the system. It likewise may produce strangury in this form, as well 
as in others. It is a singular fact, that it both produces and relieves this dis¬ 
order.— Lancet , May 5th, 1838. 

13. J alue of Creosote as compared with other remedies .—There is an interesting 
paper on this subject by Dr. Da Luz in the Journal da Sociedade das Sciencias 
Medicos de Lcsboa. The following are the author’s conclusions deduced from 
his experiments:— 

1. In indolent eruptions, not very extensively diffused, creosote is not more 
efficacious than other remedies. 

2. The long continued use of this remedy often causes an inflammatory con¬ 
dition, which, however, has nothing in common with that of the disease which 
is to be cured. 

3. In itch, creosote is as efficacious as sulphur, tar, and common oil. 

4. In tinea it is not more powerful than the preparations of sulphur and 
emollient remedies in certain cases, and depilation practised according to Ma¬ 
hon’s method. 

5. It is an excellent cleansing remedy in atonic ulcers, but its prolonged use 
hinders cicatrization. 

C. In hospital gangrene it is the best antiseptic, and the most powerful means 
of checking this frightful complication of wounds and ulcers. 

7. Those condylomata, which are neither cured by emollient and tonic reme¬ 
dies, nor by solution of corrosive sublimate, are not cured by creosote. 

8. Creosote has no marked influence on the secretion of pus, and therefore is 
useless in suppurating abscesses. 

9. It has no power against caries. 

10. It is an excellent styptic in capillary hemorrhage; but in hemorrhage 
from great vessels, particularly when it proceeds from suppuration of the arte¬ 
rial coats, it does not prevent a recurrence of the bleeding.— London Med. Gaz. 
January 1838, from Zeitsch.fiir.g . M. September, October, 1838. 


SPECIAL PATHOLOGY AND SPECIAL THERAPEUTICS. 

14. Treatment of Irritation of the Stomach .—The following remarks on this 
subject by Jonathan Osborne, M. I), of Dublin, are worthy of attention: “The 
treatment of both acute and chronic irritation of the stomach, is to be directed, 
1st, To the removal of its local causes, by the substitution of an appropriate 
diet, and 2ndly, To calming the irritation already existing. The latter is affected 
by, 1st, Dilution of the contents of the stomach; 2nd)y, Diminution of its 
sensibility, by the agency of cold or heat; 3rdly, The use of astringents in sedative 
doses, as acetate of lead, sulphate of lime, nitrate of silver, lime-water; 4thly, 



